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NYQ Books™ Announces the Publication 
of Illusion of an Overwhelm by John Amen

April 1, 2017 - New York, NY - NYQ Books™ is proud to announce the publication of 
Illusion of an Overwhelm  by John Amen. In this, his fi fth solo book of poetry, Amen 
off ers four distinct series: “Hallelujah Anima,” in which the poet explores desire, self-
inquiry, and ambivalence, as well as the torturous journey of inner healing; “The 
American Myths,” highlighting the intersections between politics, religion, and 
archetypal dynamics, inspired in part by Black Lives Matter and other progressive 
forms of populism; “My Gallery Days,” which focuses on multiple characters and 
overlapping narratives, off ering poetic commentaries on art and the fl eeting nature 
of life; and “Portrait of Us,” the poet’s celebration of enduring love and romance, 
presented from multiple viewpoints and timeframes. While covering wide ground 
thematically and imagistically, Amen makes use of searing language, the book 
resounding on conceptual and aesthetic levels long after the fi nal line is read.

“I love the poems in Illusion of an Overwhelm for their beauty and wildness, Amen’s willingness to push 
language to its edge, off ering new insights and meanings in surprisingly new ways. Reminiscent to me of 
the Whitman, Crane, Ginsberg lineage of American poetry, especially in Amen’s deeply satisfying marriage 
of the physical world and the metaphysical one, and his embrace of a wide-ranging diction, these poems 
have a freshness to them, and at the same time seem abundantly necessary for our particularly troubled 
times. Read this book. More than once.”

—Bruce Weigl

John Amen is the author of four previous collections of poetry: Christening the Dancer; More of Me Disappears; 
At the Threshold of Alchemy; and strange theater, fi nalist for the 2016 Brockman-Campbell Award. He is co-
writer, along with Daniel Y. Harris, of The New Arcana. His work has been translated into 
Spanish, French, Hungarian, Korean, and Hebrew. In addition, he has released two folk/folk 
rock CDs: All I’ll Never Need and Ridiculous Empire. He founded and continues to edit The 
Pedestal Magazine.

NYQ Books™ was established in 2009 as an imprint of The New York Quarterly Foundation, 
Inc. Its mission is to augment the New York Quarterly poetry magazine by providing an 
additional venue for poets who are already published in the magazine. 
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